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ABOUT THIS READING PLAN
Each week’s questions will take you on a journey to study one passage of the book of
Genesis over the course of five days. These questions are designed to equip you with good
Inductive Bible study methods, learning to observe the passage through the lens of the
original audience, interpret the passage through the lens of Christ’s full plan of redemption,
and apply the passage through the lens of a 21st Century follower of Jesus. 

Here are some key skills you will develop: 

1. Observation Skills – You will practice isolating the different parts of a passage and see
how they relate to one another using basic grammar skills. 

2. Interpretation Skills – You will learn how to use the features you observed to discover the
author’s intent. You will also learn how to use the whole context of the book and cross-
references in the Bible to check and deepen meaning and understanding. 

3. Application Skills – You will be challenged to create faithful and specific applications
that are in line with the author’s original intent for writing.  

We urge you to make the most of this study, devoting yourself to daily reading and prayerful
study. Each time you sit down with God’s word, you can follow this pattern:  

Pray – Ask God to give you understanding and to transform you through his word.  

Read – Read slowly and carefully. Use the daily study questions to continually add to your
understanding.  

Pray – Ask God to impress what you have read upon your heart. Pray for the opportunity to
share it with someone else, and pray for others in our church as they seek to walk in this truth
with you. 

Share - Talk to someone else about what God is revealing to you through his word. This
might be another member of your Gospel Community, a mentor, a disciple, or even an
unbeliever. 

Finally, we hope you will take advantage of all the resources available at
www.oakhillfellowship.com/genesis3. Find free online tools like Bible dictionaries,
encyclopedias and Greek lexicons on biblestudytools.com.





Every family has those parts of their story that they would rather not tell: how Great-
Uncle Joe was the town drunk, how that one cousin was the result of an adulterous
relationship, or how great-grandma spent most of her life in a mental institution. If you
were writing a family history to inspire future generations about where they came from,
those are events that you would probably choose to leave out.

The Lord, on the other hand, inspired Moses to leave those parts in when he wrote the
origin story of the nation of Israel in the book of Genesis. All throughout the book, we see
God demonstrating abounding grace to those who do not deserve it. The family of God is
fraught with failures and flops, yet the Lord carries out his plan through them and lavishes
his blessing upon them.

As we have seen in our studies of the earlier chapters of Genesis, Israel’s family history is
our family history too. We are brought into their story through the same unmerited
blessing he showed them. At one time, we were strangers and foreigners to God’s
people, but now we have been brought near and made part of the household of God
(see Eph. 2:11-22). In their stories, we see our own, as if we were looking in a mirror. At
first, this might make us want to hide in shame. However, in telling the story of God’s
unmerited blessing, we are set free from shame and testify to the work only he can
accomplish.

May God be glorified as we see his grace in our family origin story of unmerited blessing.

 INTRODUCTION
Series Vision:

“A deep certainty of Christ’s unmerited blessing lavished

upon needy sinners”



E X A M P L E  S T U D Y

         1 When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his

firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. 3 Yet

his sons did not walk in his ways but turned aside after gain. They took bribes and perverted

justice. 

         4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah 5 and said to

him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to

judge us like all the nations.” 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to

judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the LORD. 7 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the

people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from

being king over them. 8 According to all the deeds that they have done, from the day I brought

them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also

doing to you. 9 Now then, obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the

ways of the king who shall reign over them.” 

       10 So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking for a king from

him. 11 He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons

and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run before his chariots. 12 And

he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to

plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of

his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will

take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants. 15 He

will take the tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his

servants. 16 He will take your male servants and female servants and the best of your young men

and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall

be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for

yourselves, but the LORD will not answer you in that day.” 

         19 But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But there shall be

a king over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go

out before us and fight our battles.” 21 And when Samuel had heard all the words of the people,

he repeated them in the ears of the LORD. 22 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey their voice and

make them a king.” Samuel then said to the men of Israel, “Go every man to his city.”
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Read the whole scene(s) through to get a feel what is happening.1.

 Put a | line between each scene.2.

 Highlight or underline the setting (who, where, what) in yellow.3.

 Highlight or underline the rising tension (the main conflict or problem) in purple.4.

 Highlight or underline the climax (the point of no return) in red.5.

 Highlight or underline the resolution (how the main conflict or problem resolves) in blue.6.

 Highlight or underline the following action / new setting in green.7.

D A Y  1 :  O B S E R V A T I O N -  S T R U C T U R E

a. Retell the story in your own words.
         Setting: Samuel's aging and his son's unfaithfulness to the Lord. (8:1-3)

         Rising Tension: The elders of Israel's request for a King, Samuel's displeasure, and the Lord's instructions. (8:4-9)

         Climax (Discourse): Samuel's warning against kings and how they will oppress and take away. (8:10-18)

         Resolution: The people's rejection of Samuel's warning. (8:19-22a)

         Following Action: The Lord gives Israel over to their desires. (8:22b)

b. What other clues does the author use to give you hints about the main point of this scene
(repetition, character development, comparison/contrast, dialogue, etc.)?

        There is dialogue between the people and Samuel and the Lord and Samuel, (in that order), defining the boundaries of the

        rising tension and resolution. The climax is all monologue from Samuel to the people.

         Samuel's speech/prophecy foreshadows what is to come in the next section of the book.

c. What do the climax and resolution tell you about the main point of the story? Summarize the
author’s emphasis in this scene.

        The people of Israel refused to obey the voice of God (their True King), and instead insisted on making a king for

        themselves - a choice that would enslave them.

        



D A Y  2 :  O B S E R V A T I O N - C O N T E X T

D A Y  3 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - G O S P E L  C O N N E C T I O N

How does this passage relate to the scene(s) before and after? Are there any themes or images in
this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)? 

To what specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) does the scene(s)
point? What function does this serve in the scene(s)?

T h i s  c h a p t e r  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  S a m u e l  a n d  t h e  r i s e  o f
t h e  M o n a r c h y  u n d e r  S a u l ,  e v e n t u a l l y  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  w a y  f o r  K i n g  D a v i d ,  G o d ' s  c h o s e n
a n o i n t e d  K i n g  w h o  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  h i m .  I t  f o r e s h a d o w s  t h e  f a i l u r e s  o f  S a u l  t o  b e  a
t r u l y  j u s t  a n d  r i g h t e o u s  k i n g  a n d  l a y s  t h e  b a c k d r o p  f o r  w h y  G o d  w o u l d  c h o o s e  h i s
o w n  h u m a n  K i n g .

T h e  d e p r a v i t y  o f  I s r a e l  h a s  b e e n  o n  d i s p l a y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b o o k ,  t h r o u g h  t h e
w o r t h l e s s n e s s  o f  E l i ' s  s o n s  t o  n o w  t h e  w o r t h l e s s n e s s  o f  S a m u e l ' s  s o n s .  T h e y  d o  n o t
w a n t  t o  b e  s e t  a p a r t  a s  G o d ' s  p e o p l e  b u t  r a t h e r  w a n t  t o  b e  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r
n a t i o n s  w h o  t h e y  p r e s u m a b l y  e s t e e m  t o  b e  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  a n d  b e t t e r  s e t  u p  f o r  l o n g -
t e r m  p r o s p e r i t y .

T h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d  a n d  o f  h i s  C h r i s t  i s  u n l i k e  t h e  k i n g d o m s  o f  t h i s  w o r l d .  T h e y
i n c i t e  w a r  w h i l e  h e  b r i n g s  p e a c e .  T h e y  t a x  w h i l e  h e  p r o v i d e s .  T h e y  e n s l a v e ,  w h i l e
h e  b r i n g s  f r e e d o m .

T h e  t h e m e  o f  e n s l a v e m e n t  t o  a  K i n g / K i n g d o m  i s  c a p t u r e d  i n  m a n y  o f  P a u l ' s
w r i t i n g s .  J u s t  a s  K i n g  D a v i d  w i l l  d e l i v e r  t h e m  f r o m  t h e  e n s l a v i n g  r u l e  o f  S a u l  t h a t
t h e y  e n d u r e d  b y  t h e i r  o w n  c h o i c e s ,  s o  K i n g  J e s u s  d e l i v e r s  u s  f r o m  t h e  e n s l a v i n g
r u l e  o f  s i n .

I n  t h i s  t e x t ,  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  o f  G o d ' s  r e i g n  i s  a  b a c k d r o p  f o r  t h e  W A R N I N G  a g a i n s t
s u b m i t t i n g  t o  o t h e r  m a s t e r s .



D A Y  4 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - B I B L I C A L  T H E O L O G Y

DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE

How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?

What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?

T h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  s e t  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  D e u t .  1 7 : 1 4 - 2 0 ,  t h e  l a w s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h i c h
I s r a e l  m a y  a s k  f o r  a  k i n g .  G o d  h a d  a l r e a d y  m a d e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a  h u m a n  k i n g  t o  b e
i n  I s r a e l ,  a n d  h a d  a  p l a n  f o r  w h a t  h e  s h o u l d  b e  l i k e .  

U l t i m a t e l y ,  S a u l  b e c o m e s  t h e  b l a c k  c u r t a i n  a g a i n s t  w h i c h  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  D a v i d ' s
r e i g n  s h i n e s ,  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  a g a i n s t  w h i c h  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  C h r i s t  s h i n e s .  C h r i s t  i s
n o t  t h e  k i n g  w e  w o u l d  n a t u r a l l y  c h o o s e ,  b u t  h e  i s  t h e  K i n g  w e  n e e d .

P r i m a r y  A u d i e n c e :  W h e n  I s r a e l  s a u g h t  t o  b e  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  i t
d i d  n o t  g o  w e l l  w i t h  t h e m .  G o d  a n d  G o d  a l o n e  w a s  a  m o r e - t h a n = s u f f i c i e n t  k i n g ,  b u t
t h e y  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  t o  b e  t r u e ,  m u c h  t o  t h e i r  o w n  h u r t .

P e r s o n a l :  I t  i s  n o t  w o r t h  a l l o w i n g  m y s e l f  t o  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  a n o t h e r  i n  o r d e r  t o
b e  a c c e p t e d  o r  f e e l  s e c u r e  " j u s t  l i k e  e v e r y o n e  e l s e . "  I  c a n  e i t h e r  c h o o s e  t o  s u b m i t
m y s e l f  t o  C h r i s t ,  t h e  K i n g  w h o  g i v e s  f r e e d o m ,  o r  I  c a n  c h o o s e  t o  s u b m i t  m y s e l f  t o
t h e  e n s l a v e m e n t  o f  f l e s h l y  m a s t e r s  ( e i t h e r  s p i r i t u a l  o r  t a n g i b l e ) .



      Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. 2 And Sarah died at

Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went in to mourn for

Sarah and to weep for her. 3 And Abraham rose up from before his dead and said to the

Hittites, 4 “I am a sojourner and foreigner among you; give me property among you for a

burying place, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.” 5 The Hittites answered

Abraham, 6 “Hear us, my lord; you are a prince of God among us. Bury your dead in the

choicest of our tombs. None of us will withhold from you his tomb to hinder you from

burying your dead.” 7 Abraham rose and bowed to the Hittites, the people of the land. 8

And he said to them, “If you are willing that I should bury my dead out of my sight, hear

me and entreat for me Ephron the son of Zohar, 9 that he may give me the cave of

Machpelah, which he owns; it is at the end of his field. For the full price let him give it to

me in your presence as property for a burying place.”

      10 Now Ephron was sitting among the Hittites, and Ephron the Hittite answered

Abraham in the hearing of the Hittites, of all who went in at the gate of his city, 11 “No,

my lord, hear me: I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. In the sight of

the sons of my people I give it to you. Bury your dead.” 12 Then Abraham bowed down

before the people of the land. 13 And he said to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the

land, “But if you will, hear me: I give the price of the field. Accept it from me, that I may

bury my dead there.” 14 Ephron answered Abraham, 15 “My lord, listen to me: a piece of

land worth four hundred shekels of silver, what is that between you and me? Bury your

dead.” 16 Abraham listened to Ephron, and Abraham weighed out for Ephron the silver

that he had named in the hearing of the Hittites, four hundred shekels of silver, according

to the weights current among the merchants.

      17 So the field of Ephron in Machpelah, which was to the east of Mamre, the field with

the cave that was in it and all the trees that were in the field, throughout its whole area,

was made over 18 to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the Hittites, before all

who went in at the gate of his city. 19 After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the

cave of the field of Machpelah east of Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 20

The field and the cave that is in it were made over to Abraham as property for a burying

place by the Hittites. 

W E E K  1
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Read the whole scene(s) through to get a feel what is happening.1.

 Put a | line between each scene.2.

 Highlight or underline the setting (who, where, what) in YELLOW.3.

 Highlight or underline the rising tension (the main conflict or problem) in PURPLE.4.

 Highlight or underline the climax (the point of no return) in RED.5.

 Highlight or underline the resolution (how the main conflict or problem resolves) in BLUE.6.

 Highlight or underline the following action / new setting in GREEN.7.

D A Y  1 :  O B S E R V A T I O N -  S T R U C T U R E

a. Retell the story in your own words.
      

b. What other clues does the author use to give you hints about the main point of this scene
(repetition, character development, comparison/contrast, dialogue, etc.)?

        

c. What do the climax and resolution tell you about the main point of the story? Summarize the
author’s emphasis in this scene.

   

        



D A Y  2 :  O B S E R V A T I O N - C O N T E X T

D A Y  3 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - G O S P E L  C O N N E C T I O N

How does this passage relate to the scene(s) before and after? Are there any themes or images in
this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)? 

To what specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) does the scene(s)
point? What function does this serve in the scene(s)?



D A Y  4 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - B I B L I C A L  T H E O L O G Y

DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE

How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?

What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?



      Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years. And the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things. 2 And Abraham said

to his servant, the oldest of his household, who had charge of all that he had, “Put your hand under my thigh, 3 that I may

make you swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from the

daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell, 4 but will go to my country and to my kindred, and take a wife for my

son Isaac.” 5 The servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman may not be willing to follow me to this land. Must I then take

your son back to the land from which you came?” 6 Abraham said to him, “See to it that you do not take my son back

there. 7 The Lord, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from the land of my kindred, and who

spoke to me and swore to me, ‘To your offspring I will give this land,’ he will send his angel before you, and you shall

take a wife for my son from there. 8 But if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be free from this oath of

mine; only you must not take my son back there.” 9 So the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master

and swore to him concerning this matter.

      10 Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed, taking all sorts of choice gifts from his master;

and he arose and went to Mesopotamia to the city of Nahor. 11 And he made the camels kneel down outside the city by

the well of water at the time of evening, the time when women go out to draw water. 12 And he said, “O Lord, God of my

master Abraham, please grant me success today and show steadfast love to my master Abraham. 13 Behold, I am

standing by the spring of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. 14 Let the young

woman to whom I shall say, ‘Please let down your jar that I may drink,’ and who shall say, ‘Drink, and I will water your

camels’—let her be the one whom you have appointed for your servant Isaac. By this I shall know that you have shown

steadfast love to my master.”

      15 Before he had finished speaking, behold, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel the son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor,

Abraham’s brother, came out with her water jar on her shoulder. 16 The young woman was very attractive in appearance,

a maiden whom no man had known. She went down to the spring and filled her jar and came up. 17 Then the servant ran

to meet her and said, “Please give me a little water to drink from your jar.” 18 She said, “Drink, my lord.” And she quickly

let down her jar upon her hand and gave him a drink. 19 When she had finished giving him a drink, she said, “I will draw

water for your camels also, until they have finished drinking.” 20 So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough and ran

again to the well to draw water, and she drew for all his camels. 21 The man gazed at her in silence to learn whether the

Lord had prospered his journey or not.

      22 When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold ring weighing a half shekel, and two bracelets for her

arms weighing ten gold shekels, 23 and said, “Please tell me whose daughter you are. Is there room in your father’s

house for us to spend the night?” 24 She said to him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to

Nahor.” 25 She added, “We have plenty of both straw and fodder, and room to spend the night.” 26 The man bowed his

head and worshiped the Lord 27 and said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken

his steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my master. As for me, the Lord has led me in the way to the house of my

master’s kinsmen.” 28 Then the young woman ran and told her mother’s household about these things.

       29 Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban. Laban ran out toward the man, to the spring. 30 As soon as he

saw the ring and the bracelets on his sister’s arms, and heard the words of Rebekah his sister, “Thus the man spoke to

me,” he went to the man. And behold, he was standing by the camels at the spring. 31 He said, “Come in, O blessed of

the Lord. Why do you stand outside? For I have prepared the house and a place for the camels.” 32 So the man came to

the house and unharnessed the camels, and gave straw and fodder to the camels, and there was water to wash his feet

and the feet of the men who were with him. 33 Then food was set before him to eat. But he said, “I will not eat until I

have said what I have to say.” He said, “Speak on.”

W E E K  2
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      34 So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he has become great. He

has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male servants and female servants, camels and donkeys. 36 And Sarah

my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old, and to him he has given all that he has. 37 My master

made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I

dwell, 38 but you shall go to my father’s house and to my clan and take a wife for my son.’ 39 I said to my master,

‘Perhaps the woman will not follow me.’ 40 But he said to me, ‘The Lord, before whom I have walked, will send his angel

with you and prosper your way. You shall take a wife for my son from my clan and from my father’s house. 41 Then you

will be free from my oath, when you come to my clan. And if they will not give her to you, you will be free from my oath.’

      42 “I came today to the spring and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you are prospering the way

that I go, 43 behold, I am standing by the spring of water. Let the virgin who comes out to draw water, to whom I shall

say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” 44 and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your

camels also,” let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.’

      45 “Before I had finished speaking in my heart, behold, Rebekah came out with her water jar on her shoulder, and she

went down to the spring and drew water. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ 46 She quickly let down her jar from her

shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I will give your camels drink also.’ So I drank, and she gave the camels drink also. 47 Then

I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I

put the ring on her nose and the bracelets on her arms. 48 Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord and blessed

the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to take the daughter of my master’s kinsman

for his son. 49 Now then, if you are going to show steadfast love and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell

me, that I may turn to the right hand or to the left.”

      50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, “The thing has come from the Lord; we cannot speak to you bad or

good. 51 Behold, Rebekah is before you; take her and go, and let her be the wife of your master’s son, as the Lord has

spoken.”

      52 When Abraham’s servant heard their words, he bowed himself to the earth before the Lord. 53 And the servant

brought out jewelry of silver and of gold, and garments, and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave to her brother and to

her mother costly ornaments. 54 And he and the men who were with him ate and drank, and they spent the night there.

When they arose in the morning, he said, “Send me away to my master.” 55 Her brother and her mother said, “Let the

young woman remain with us a while, at least ten days; after that she may go.” 56 But he said to them, “Do not delay me,

since the Lord has prospered my way. Send me away that I may go to my master.” 57 They said, “Let us call the young

woman and ask her.” 58 And they called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will go.” 59 So

they sent away Rebekah their sister and her nurse, and Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah

and said to her,

          “Our sister, may you become

                thousands of ten thousands,

           and may your offspring possess

                the gate of those who hate him!”

      61 Then Rebekah and her young women arose and rode on the camels and followed the man. Thus the servant took

Rebekah and went his way.

      62 Now Isaac had returned from Beer-lahai-roi and was dwelling in the Negeb. 63 And Isaac went out to meditate in

the field toward evening. And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, there were camels coming. 64 And Rebekah

lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she dismounted from the camel 65 and said to the servant, “Who is that

man, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. 66

And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67 Then Isaac brought her into the tent of Sarah his mother

and took Rebekah, and she became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.



Read the whole scene(s) through to get a feel what is happening.1.

 Put a | line between each scene.2.

 Highlight or underline the setting (who, where, what) in YELLOW.3.

 Highlight or underline the rising tension (the main conflict or problem) in PURPLE.4.

 Highlight or underline the climax (the point of no return) in RED.5.

 Highlight or underline the resolution (how the main conflict or problem resolves) in BLUE.6.

 Highlight or underline the following action / new setting in GREEN.7.

D A Y  1 :  O B S E R V A T I O N -  S T R U C T U R E

a. Retell the story in your own words.
      

b. What other clues does the author use to give you hints about the main point of this scene
(repetition, character development, comparison/contrast, dialogue, etc.)?

        

c. What do the climax and resolution tell you about the main point of the story? Summarize the
author’s emphasis in this scene.

   

        



D A Y  2 :  O B S E R V A T I O N - C O N T E X T

D A Y  3 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - G O S P E L  C O N N E C T I O N

How does this passage relate to the scene(s) before and after? Are there any themes or images in
this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)? 

To what specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) does the scene(s)
point? What function does this serve in the scene(s)?



DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE
What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?

D A Y  4 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - B I B L I C A L  T H E O L O G Y
How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?





      Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah. 2 She bore him Zimran, Jokshan,

Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 3 Jokshan fathered Sheba and Dedan. The sons of Dedan

were Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 4 The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch,

Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah. 5 Abraham gave all he had to Isaac. 

6 But to the sons of his concubines Abraham gave gifts, and while he was still living he sent them

away from his son Isaac, eastward to the east country.

       7 These are the days of the years of Abraham’s life, 175 years. 8 Abraham breathed his last

and died in a good old age, an old man and full of years, and was gathered to his people. 9 Isaac

and Ishmael his sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar

the Hittite, east of Mamre, 10 the field that Abraham purchased from the Hittites. There Abraham

was buried, with Sarah his wife. 11 After the death of Abraham, God blessed Isaac his son. And

Isaac settled at Beer-lahai-roi.

       12 These are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s

servant, bore to Abraham. 13 These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, named in the order of

their birth: Nebaioth, the firstborn of Ishmael; and Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14 Mishma, Dumah,

Massa, 15 Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. 16 These are the sons of Ishmael and

these are their names, by their villages and by their encampments, twelve princes according to

their tribes. 17 (These are the years of the life of Ishmael: 137 years. He breathed his last and

died, and was gathered to his people.) 18 They settled from Havilah to Shur, which is opposite

Egypt in the direction of Assyria. He settled over against all his kinsmen.

W E E K  3
G E N E S I S  2 5 : 1 - 1 8



Read the whole scene(s) through to get a feel what is happening.1.

 Put a | line between each scene.2.

 Highlight or underline the setting (who, where, what) in YELLOW.3.

 Highlight or underline the rising tension (the main conflict or problem) in PURPLE.4.

 Highlight or underline the climax (the point of no return) in RED.5.

 Highlight or underline the resolution (how the main conflict or problem resolves) in BLUE.6.

 Highlight or underline the following action / new setting in GREEN.7.

D A Y  1 :  O B S E R V A T I O N -  S T R U C T U R E

a. Retell the story in your own words.
      

b. What other clues does the author use to give you hints about the main point of this scene
(repetition, character development, comparison/contrast, dialogue, etc.)?

        

c. What do the climax and resolution tell you about the main point of the story? Summarize the
author’s emphasis in this scene.

   

        



D A Y  2 :  O B S E R V A T I O N - C O N T E X T

D A Y  3 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - G O S P E L  C O N N E C T I O N

How does this passage relate to the scene(s) before and after? Are there any themes or images in
this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)? 

To what specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) does the scene(s)
point? What function does this serve in the scene(s)?



DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE
What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?

D A Y  4 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - B I B L I C A L  T H E O L O G Y
How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?



W E E K  4
G E N E S I S  2 5 : 1 9 - 3 4

      19 These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham fathered Isaac, 20 and Isaac

was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram,

the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife. 21 And Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife,

because she was barren. And the Lord granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22 The

children struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this happening to me?” So

she went to inquire of the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her,

           “Two nations are in your womb,

                 and two peoples from within you shall be divided;

            the one shall be stronger than the other,

                 the older shall serve the younger.”

      24 When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in her womb. 25 The

first came out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, so they called his name Esau. 26 Afterward his

brother came out with his hand holding Esau’s heel, so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty

years old when she bore them.

      27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a

quiet man, dwelling in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved

Jacob.

      29 Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was exhausted. 30

And Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stew, for I am exhausted!” (Therefore his

name was called Edom.) 31 Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright now.” 32 Esau said, “I am about to

die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33 Jacob said, “Swear to me now.” So he swore to him and

sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank

and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.



Read the whole scene(s) through to get a feel what is happening.1.

 Put a | line between each scene.2.

 Highlight or underline the setting (who, where, what) in YELLOW.3.

 Highlight or underline the rising tension (the main conflict or problem) in PURPLE.4.

 Highlight or underline the climax (the point of no return) in RED.5.

 Highlight or underline the resolution (how the main conflict or problem resolves) in BLUE.6.

 Highlight or underline the following action / new setting in GREEN.7.

D A Y  1 :  O B S E R V A T I O N -  S T R U C T U R E

a. Retell the story in your own words.
      

b. What other clues does the author use to give you hints about the main point of this scene
(repetition, character development, comparison/contrast, dialogue, etc.)?

        

c. What do the climax and resolution tell you about the main point of the story? Summarize the
author’s emphasis in this scene.

   

        



D A Y  2 :  O B S E R V A T I O N - C O N T E X T

D A Y  3 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - G O S P E L  C O N N E C T I O N

How does this passage relate to the scene(s) before and after? Are there any themes or images in
this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)? 

To what specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) does the scene(s)
point? What function does this serve in the scene(s)?



DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE
What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?

D A Y  4 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - B I B L I C A L  T H E O L O G Y
How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?



W E E K  5
G E N E S I S  2 6 : 1 - 3 3  

      Now there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went to

Gerar to Abimelech king of the Philistines. 2 And the Lord appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in the

land of which I shall tell you. 3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you, for to you and to your offspring

I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath that I swore to Abraham your father. 4 I will multiply your offspring as

the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring all these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be

blessed, 5 because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”

      6 So Isaac settled in Gerar. 7 When the men of the place asked him about his wife, he said, “She is my sister,” for he

feared to say, “My wife,” thinking, “lest the men of the place should kill me because of Rebekah,” because she was

attractive in appearance. 8 When he had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out of a window

and saw Isaac laughing with Rebekah his wife. 9 So Abimelech called Isaac and said, “Behold, she is your wife. How then

could you say, ‘She is my sister’?” Isaac said to him, “Because I thought, ‘Lest I die because of her.’” 10 Abimelech said,

“What is this you have done to us? One of the people might easily have lain with your wife, and you would have brought

guilt upon us.” 11 So Abimelech warned all the people, saying, “Whoever touches this man or his wife shall surely be put to

death.”

      12 And Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold. The Lord blessed him, 13 and the man

became rich, and gained more and more until he became very wealthy. 14 He had possessions of flocks and herds and

many servants, so that the Philistines envied him. 15 (Now the Philistines had stopped and filled with earth all the wells

that his father’s servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father.) 16 And Abimelech said to Isaac, “Go away from us,

for you are much mightier than we.”

      17 So Isaac departed from there and encamped in the Valley of Gerar and settled there. 18 And Isaac dug again the

wells of water that had been dug in the days of Abraham his father, which the Philistines had stopped after the death of

Abraham. And he gave them the names that his father had given them. 19 But when Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and

found there a well of spring water, 20 the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The water is ours.”

So he called the name of the well Esek, because they contended with him. 21 Then they dug another well, and they

quarreled over that also, so he called its name Sitnah. 22 And he moved from there and dug another well, and they did not

quarrel over it. So he called its name Rehoboth, saying, “For now the Lord has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in

the land.”

      23 From there he went up to Beersheba. 24 And the Lord appeared to him the same night and said, “I am the God of

Abraham your father. Fear not, for I am with you and will bless you and multiply your offspring for my servant Abraham’s

sake.” 25 So he built an altar there and called upon the name of the Lord and pitched his tent there. And there Isaac’s

servants dug a well.

 26 When Abimelech went to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath his adviser and Phicol the commander of his army, 27 Isaac

said to them, “Why have you come to me, seeing that you hate me and have sent me away from you?” 28 They said, “We

see plainly that the Lord has been with you. So we said, let there be a sworn pact between us, between you and us, and let

us make a covenant with you, 29 that you will do us no harm, just as we have not touched you and have done to you

nothing but good and have sent you away in peace. You are now the blessed of the Lord.” 30 So he made them a feast, and

they ate and drank. 31 In the morning they rose early and exchanged oaths. And Isaac sent them on their way, and they

departed from him in peace. 32 That same day Isaac’s servants came and told him about the well that they had dug and

said to him, “We have found water.” 33 He called it Shibah; therefore the name of the city is Beersheba to this day.



Read the whole scene(s) through to get a feel what is happening.1.

 Put a | line between each scene.2.

 Highlight or underline the setting (who, where, what) in YELLOW.3.

 Highlight or underline the rising tension (the main conflict or problem) in PURPLE.4.

 Highlight or underline the climax (the point of no return) in RED.5.

 Highlight or underline the resolution (how the main conflict or problem resolves) in BLUE.6.

 Highlight or underline the following action / new setting in GREEN.7.

D A Y  1 :  O B S E R V A T I O N -  S T R U C T U R E

a. Retell the story in your own words.
      

b. What other clues does the author use to give you hints about the main point of this scene
(repetition, character development, comparison/contrast, dialogue, etc.)?

        

c. What do the climax and resolution tell you about the main point of the story? Summarize the
author’s emphasis in this scene.

   

        



D A Y  2 :  O B S E R V A T I O N - C O N T E X T

D A Y  3 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - G O S P E L  C O N N E C T I O N

How does this passage relate to the scene(s) before and after? Are there any themes or images in
this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)? 

To what specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) does the scene(s)
point? What function does this serve in the scene(s)?



DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE
What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?

D A Y  4 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - B I B L I C A L  T H E O L O G Y
How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?



W E E K  6
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      34 When Esau was forty years old, he took Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite to be his wife, and

Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite,  35 and they made life bitter for Isaac and Rebekah.

      When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called Esau his older son and said

to him, “My son”; and he answered, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Behold, I am old; I do not know the day of my death.

3 Now then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me, 4 and

prepare for me delicious food, such as I love, and bring it to me so that I may eat, that my soul may bless you

before I die.”

      5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for

game and bring it, 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I heard your father speak to your brother Esau, 7 ‘Bring

me game and prepare for me delicious food, that I may eat it and bless you before the Lord before I die.’ 8 Now

therefore, my son, obey my voice as I command you. 9 Go to the flock and bring me two good young goats, so

that I may prepare from them delicious food for your father, such as he loves. 10 And you shall bring it to your

father to eat, so that he may bless you before he dies.” 11 But Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Behold, my

brother Esau is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man. 12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be

mocking him and bring a curse upon myself and not a blessing.” 13 His mother said to him, “Let your curse be

on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, bring them to me.”

      14 So he went and took them and brought them to his mother, and his mother prepared delicious food,

such as his father loved. 15 Then Rebekah took the best garments of Esau her older son, which were with her

in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. 16 And the skins of the young goats she put on his

hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 17 And she put the delicious food and the bread, which she had

prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

      18 So he went in to his father and said, “My father.” And he said, “Here I am. Who are you, my son?” 

19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me; now sit up and eat of my

game, that your soul may bless me.” 20 But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly,

my son?” He answered, “Because the Lord your God granted me success.” 21 Then Isaac said to Jacob,

“Please come near, that I may feel you, my son, to know whether you are really my son Esau or not.” 22 So

Jacob went near to Isaac his father, who felt him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the

hands of Esau.” 23 And he did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands.

So he blessed him. 24 He said, “Are you really my son Esau?” He answered, “I am.” 25 Then he said, “Bring it

near to me, that I may eat of my son’s game and bless you.” So he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he

brought him wine, and he drank.

     26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near and kiss me, my son.” 27 So he came near and kissed him.

And Isaac smelled the smell of his garments and blessed him and said,



        “See, the smell of my son

            is as the smell of a field that the Lord has blessed!

   28 May God give you of the dew of heaven

            and of the fatness of the earth

            and plenty of grain and wine.

   29 Let peoples serve you,

            and nations bow down to you.

        Be lord over your brothers,

            and may your mother’s sons bow down to you.

        Cursed be everyone who curses you,

            and blessed be everyone who blesses you!”

      30 As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, when Jacob had scarcely gone out from the presence of

Isaac his father, Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 31 He also prepared delicious food and brought it

to his father. And he said to his father, “Let my father arise and eat of his son’s game, that you may bless me.”

32 His father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?” He answered, “I am your son, your firstborn, Esau.” 33 Then

Isaac trembled very violently and said, “Who was it then that hunted game and brought it to me, and I ate it all

before you came, and I have blessed him? Yes, and he shall be blessed.” 34 As soon as Esau heard the words

of his father, he cried out with an exceedingly great and bitter cry and said to his father, “Bless me, even me

also, O my father!” 35 But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully, and he has taken away your blessing.” 

36 Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has cheated me these two times. He took away my

birthright, and behold, now he has taken away my blessing.” Then he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing

for me?” 37 Isaac answered and said to Esau, “Behold, I have made him lord over you, and all his brothers I

have given to him for servants, and with grain and wine I have sustained him. What then can I do for you, my

son?” 38 Esau said to his father, “Have you but one blessing, my father? Bless me, even me also, O my father.”

And Esau lifted up his voice and wept.

       39 Then Isaac his father answered and said to him:

              “Behold, away from the fatness of the earth shall your dwelling be,

                 and away from the dew of heaven on high.

       40 By your sword you shall live,

                 and you shall serve your brother;

            but when you grow restless

                 you shall break his yoke from your neck.”

      41 Now Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed him, and Esau said to

himself, “The days of mourning for my father are approaching; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” 42 But the

words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her younger son and said to

him, “Behold, your brother Esau comforts himself about you by planning to kill you. 43 Now therefore, my son,

obey my voice. Arise, flee to Laban my brother in Haran 44 and stay with him a while, until your brother’s fury

turns away— 45 until your brother’s anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to him.

Then I will send and bring you from there. Why should I be bereft of you both in one day?”

       46 Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “I loathe my life because of the Hittite women. If Jacob marries one of the

Hittite women like these, one of the women of the land, what good will my life be to me?”



Read the whole scene(s) through to get a feel what is happening.1.

 Put a | line between each scene.2.

 Highlight or underline the setting (who, where, what) in YELLOW.3.

 Highlight or underline the rising tension (the main conflict or problem) in PURPLE.4.

 Highlight or underline the climax (the point of no return) in RED.5.

 Highlight or underline the resolution (how the main conflict or problem resolves) in BLUE.6.

 Highlight or underline the following action / new setting in GREEN.7.

D A Y  1 :  O B S E R V A T I O N -  S T R U C T U R E

a. Retell the story in your own words.
      

b. What other clues does the author use to give you hints about the main point of this scene
(repetition, character development, comparison/contrast, dialogue, etc.)?

        

c. What do the climax and resolution tell you about the main point of the story? Summarize the
author’s emphasis in this scene.

   

        



D A Y  2 :  O B S E R V A T I O N - C O N T E X T

D A Y  3 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - G O S P E L  C O N N E C T I O N

How does this passage relate to the scene(s) before and after? Are there any themes or images in
this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)? 

To what specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) does the scene(s)
point? What function does this serve in the scene(s)?



DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE
What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?

D A Y  4 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - B I B L I C A L  T H E O L O G Y
How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?





W E E K  7
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      Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him and directed him, “You must not take a wife from the

Canaanite women. 2 Arise, go to Paddan-aram to the house of Bethuel your mother’s father, and take as

your wife from there one of the daughters of Laban your mother’s brother. 3 God Almighty bless you and

make you fruitful and multiply you, that you may become a company of peoples. 4 May he give the

blessing of Abraham to you and to your offspring with you, that you may take possession of the land of

your sojournings that God gave to Abraham!” 5 Thus Isaac sent Jacob away. And he went to Paddan-

aram, to Laban, the son of Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and Esau’s mother.

      6 Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Paddan-aram to take a wife from

there, and that as he blessed him he directed him, “You must not take a wife from the Canaanite women,”

7 and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother and gone to Paddan-aram. 8 So when Esau saw

that the Canaanite women did not please Isaac his father, 9 Esau went to Ishmael and took as his wife,

besides the wives he had, Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebaioth.

      10 Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 And he came to a certain place and stayed there

that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay

down in that place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and

the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 

13 And behold, the Lord stood above it and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the

God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 14 Your offspring shall be

like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to

the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with

you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I

have done what I have promised you.” 16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in

this place, and I did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none

other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

       18 So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for

a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called the name of that place Bethel, but the name of

the city was Luz at the first. 20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will keep

me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21 so that I come again

to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God, 22 and this stone, which I have set up

for a pillar, shall be God’s house. And of all that you give me I will give a full tenth to you.”



Read the whole scene(s) through to get a feel what is happening.1.
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      Then Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people of the east. 2 As he looked, he saw a

well in the field, and behold, three flocks of sheep lying beside it, for out of that well the flocks were watered.

The stone on the well’s mouth was large, 3 and when all the flocks were gathered there, the shepherds would

roll the stone from the mouth of the well and water the sheep, and put the stone back in its place over the

mouth of the well.

      4 Jacob said to them, “My brothers, where do you come from?” They said, “We are from Haran.” 5 He said

to them, “Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?” They said, “We know him.” 6 He said to them, “Is it well with

him?” They said, “It is well; and see, Rachel his daughter is coming with the sheep!” 7 He said, “Behold, it is

still high day; it is not time for the livestock to be gathered together. Water the sheep and go, pasture them.”

8 But they said, “We cannot until all the flocks are gathered together and the stone is rolled from the mouth

of the well; then we water the sheep.”

      9 While he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep, for she was a shepherdess.

10 Now as soon as Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, and the sheep of Laban his

mother’s brother, Jacob came near and rolled the stone from the well’s mouth and watered the flock of

Laban his mother’s brother. 11 Then Jacob kissed Rachel and wept aloud. 12 And Jacob told Rachel that he

was her father’s kinsman, and that he was Rebekah’s son, and she ran and told her father.

      13 As soon as Laban heard the news about Jacob, his sister’s son, he ran to meet him and embraced him

and kissed him and brought him to his house. Jacob told Laban all these things, 14 and Laban said to him,

“Surely you are my bone and my flesh!” And he stayed with him a month.

15 Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell

me, what shall your wages be?” 16 Now Laban had two daughters. The name of the older was Leah, and the

name of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were weak, but Rachel was beautiful in form and

appearance. 18 Jacob loved Rachel. And he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter

Rachel.” 19 Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay

with me.” 20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the

love he had for her.

      21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” 22 So

Laban gathered together all the people of the place and made a feast. 23 But in the evening he took his

daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob, and he went in to her. 24 (Laban gave his female servant Zilpah to

his daughter Leah to be her servant.) 25 And in the morning, behold, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban,

“What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” 

26 Laban said, “It is not so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. 27 Complete the

week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” 28 Jacob

did so, and completed her week. Then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to be his wife. 29 (Laban gave his

female servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to be her servant.) 30 So Jacob went in to Rachel also, and he

loved Rachel more than Leah, and served Laban for another seven years.
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        31 When the Lord saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. 32 And Leah

conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Reuben, for she said, “Because the Lord has looked upon my

affliction; for now my husband will love me.” 33 She conceived again and bore a son, and said, “Because the Lord

has heard that I am hated, he has given me this son also.” And she called his name Simeon. 34 Again she

conceived and bore a son, and said, “Now this time my husband will be attached to me, because I have borne him

three sons.” Therefore his name was called Levi. 35 And she conceived again and bore a son, and said, “This time I

will praise the Lord.” Therefore she called his name Judah. Then she ceased bearing.

      When Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, she envied her sister. She said to Jacob, “Give me children,

or I shall die!” 2 Jacob’s anger was kindled against Rachel, and he said, “Am I in the place of God, who has withheld

from you the fruit of the womb?” 3 Then she said, “Here is my servant Bilhah; go in to her, so that she may give birth

on my behalf, that even I may have children through her.” 4 So she gave him her servant Bilhah as a wife, and Jacob

went in to her. 5 And Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a son. 6 Then Rachel said, “God has judged me, and has

also heard my voice and given me a son.” Therefore she called his name Dan. 7 Rachel’s servant Bilhah conceived

again and bore Jacob a second son. 8 Then Rachel said, “With mighty wrestlings I have wrestled with my sister and

have prevailed.” So she called his name Naphtali.

      9 When Leah saw that she had ceased bearing children, she took her servant Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as a

wife. 10 Then Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a son. 11 And Leah said, “Good fortune has come!” so she called

his name Gad. 12 Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a second son. 13 And Leah said, “Happy am I! For women have

called me happy.” So she called his name Asher.

      14 In the days of wheat harvest Reuben went and found mandrakes in the field and brought them to his mother

Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me some of your son’s mandrakes.” 15 But she said to her, “Is it a

small matter that you have taken away my husband? Would you take away my son’s mandrakes also?” Rachel said,

“Then he may lie with you tonight in exchange for your son’s mandrakes.” 16 When Jacob came from the field in

the evening, Leah went out to meet him and said, “You must come in to me, for I have hired you with my son’s

mandrakes.” So he lay with her that night. 17 And God listened to Leah, and she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth

son. 18 Leah said, “God has given me my wages because I gave my servant to my husband.” So she called his

name Issachar.

        19 And Leah conceived again, and she bore Jacob a sixth son. 20 Then Leah said, “God has endowed me with

a good endowment; now my husband will honor me, because I have borne him six sons.” So she called his name

Zebulun. 21 Afterward she bore a daughter and called her name Dinah.

        22 Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb. 23 She conceived and bore a

son and said, “God has taken away my reproach.” 24 And she called his name Joseph, saying, “May the Lord add to

me another son!”
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      25 As soon as Rachel had borne Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “Send me away, that I may go

to my own home and country. 26 Give me my wives and my children for whom I have served you,

that I may go, for you know the service that I have given you.” 27 But Laban said to him, “If I have

found favor in your sight, I have learned by divination that the Lord has blessed me because of

you. 28 Name your wages, and I will give it.” 29 Jacob said to him, “You yourself know how I have

served you, and how your livestock has fared with me. 30 For you had little before I came, and it

has increased abundantly, and the Lord has blessed you wherever I turned. But now when shall I

provide for my own household also?” 31 He said, “What shall I give you?” Jacob said, “You shall

not give me anything. If you will do this for me, I will again pasture your flock and keep it: 32 let

me pass through all your flock today, removing from it every speckled and spotted sheep and

every black lamb, and the spotted and speckled among the goats, and they shall be my wages. 

33 So my honesty will answer for me later, when you come to look into my wages with you. Every

one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats and black among the lambs, if found with

me, shall be counted stolen.” 34 Laban said, “Good! Let it be as you have said.” 35 But that day

Laban removed the male goats that were striped and spotted, and all the female goats that were

speckled and spotted, every one that had white on it, and every lamb that was black, and put them

in the charge of his sons. 36 And he set a distance of three days’ journey between himself and

Jacob, and Jacob pastured the rest of Laban’s flock.

       37 Then Jacob took fresh sticks of poplar and almond and plane trees, and peeled white

streaks in them, exposing the white of the sticks. 38 He set the sticks that he had peeled in front

of the flocks in the troughs, that is, the watering places, where the flocks came to drink. And

since they bred when they came to drink, 39 the flocks bred in front of the sticks and so the

flocks brought forth striped, speckled, and spotted. 40 And Jacob separated the lambs and set

the faces of the flocks toward the striped and all the black in the flock of Laban. He put his own

droves apart and did not put them with Laban’s flock. 41 Whenever the stronger of the flock were

breeding, Jacob would lay the sticks in the troughs before the eyes of the flock, that they might

breed among the sticks, 42 but for the feebler of the flock he would not lay them there. So the

feebler would be Laban’s, and the stronger Jacob’s. 43 Thus the man increased greatly and had

large flocks, female servants and male servants, and camels and donkeys.
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      Now Jacob heard that the sons of Laban were saying, “Jacob has taken all that was our father’s, and from

what was our father’s he has gained all this wealth.” 2 And Jacob saw that Laban did not regard him with favor

as before. 3 Then the Lord said to Jacob, “Return to the land of your fathers and to your kindred, and I will be

with you.”

      4 So Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah into the field where his flock was 5 and said to them, “I see that

your father does not regard me with favor as he did before. But the God of my father has been with me. 6 You

know that I have served your father with all my strength, 7 yet your father has cheated me and changed my

wages ten times. But God did not permit him to harm me. 8 If he said, ‘The spotted shall be your wages,’ then all

the flock bore spotted; and if he said, ‘The striped shall be your wages,’ then all the flock bore striped. 9 Thus

God has taken away the livestock of your father and given them to me. 10 In the breeding season of the flock I

lifted up my eyes and saw in a dream that the goats that mated with the flock were striped, spotted, and

mottled. 11 Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob,’ and I said, ‘Here I am!’ 12 And he said, ‘Lift

up your eyes and see, all the goats that mate with the flock are striped, spotted, and mottled, for I have seen all

that Laban is doing to you. 13 I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and made a vow to me. Now

arise, go out from this land and return to the land of your kindred.’” 14 Then Rachel and Leah answered and said

to him, “Is there any portion or inheritance left to us in our father’s house? 15 Are we not regarded by him as

foreigners? For he has sold us, and he has indeed devoured our money. 16 All the wealth that God has taken

away from our father belongs to us and to our children. Now then, whatever God has said to you, do.”

      17 So Jacob arose and set his sons and his wives on camels. 18 He drove away all his livestock, all his

property that he had gained, the livestock in his possession that he had acquired in Paddan-aram, to go to the

land of Canaan to his father Isaac. 19 Laban had gone to shear his sheep, and Rachel stole her father’s

household gods. 20 And Jacob tricked Laban the Aramean, by not telling him that he intended to flee. 21 He fled

with all that he had and arose and crossed the Euphrates, and set his face toward the hill country of Gilead.

      22 When it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob had fled, 23 he took his kinsmen with him and pursued

him for seven days and followed close after him into the hill country of Gilead. 24 But God came to Laban the

Aramean in a dream by night and said to him, “Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or bad.”

      25 And Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill country, and Laban with his

kinsmen pitched tents in the hill country of Gilead. 26 And Laban said to Jacob, “What have you done, that you

have tricked me and driven away my daughters like captives of the sword? 27 Why did you flee secretly and trick

me, and did not tell me, so that I might have sent you away with mirth and songs, with tambourine and lyre? 

28 And why did you not permit me to kiss my sons and my daughters farewell? Now you have done foolishly. 29

It is in my power to do you harm. But the God of your father spoke to me last night, saying, ‘Be careful not to say

anything to Jacob, either good or bad.’ 30 And now you have gone away because you longed greatly for your

father’s house, but why did you steal my gods?” 



31 Jacob answered and said to Laban, “Because I was afraid, for I thought that you would take your daughters

from me by force. 32 Anyone with whom you find your gods shall not live. In the presence of our kinsmen point

out what I have that is yours, and take it.” Now Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen them.33 So Laban

went into Jacob’s tent and into Leah’s tent and into the tent of the two female servants, but he did not find them.

And he went out of Leah’s tent and entered Rachel’s. 34 Now Rachel had taken the household gods and put

them in the camel’s saddle and sat on them. Laban felt all about the tent, but did not find them. 35 And she said

to her father, “Let not my lord be angry that I cannot rise before you, for the way of women is upon me.” So he

searched but did not find the household gods.

      36 Then Jacob became angry and berated Laban. Jacob said to Laban, “What is my offense? What is my sin,

that you have hotly pursued me? 37 For you have felt through all my goods; what have you found of all your

household goods? Set it here before my kinsmen and your kinsmen, that they may decide between us two. 

38 These twenty years I have been with you. Your ewes and your female goats have not miscarried, and I have

not eaten the rams of your flocks. 39 What was torn by wild beasts I did not bring to you. I bore the loss of it

myself. From my hand you required it, whether stolen by day or stolen by night. 40 There I was: by day the heat

consumed me, and the cold by night, and my sleep fled from my eyes. 41 These twenty years I have been in your

house. I served you fourteen years for your two daughters, and six years for your flock, and you have changed

my wages ten times. 42 If the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been on my

side, surely now you would have sent me away empty-handed. God saw my affliction and the labor of my hands

and rebuked you last night.”

      43 Then Laban answered and said to Jacob, “The daughters are my daughters, the children are my children,

the flocks are my flocks, and all that you see is mine. But what can I do this day for these my daughters or for

their children whom they have borne? 44 Come now, let us make a covenant, you and I. And let it be a witness

between you and me.” 45 So Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar. 46 And Jacob said to his kinsmen,

“Gather stones.” And they took stones and made a heap, and they ate there by the heap. 47 Laban called it

Jegar-sahadutha, but Jacob called it Galeed. 48 Laban said, “This heap is a witness between you and me today.”

Therefore he named it Galeed, 49 and Mizpah, for he said, “The Lord watch between you and me, when we are

out of one another’s sight. 50 If you oppress my daughters, or if you take wives besides my daughters, although

no one is with us, see, God is witness between you and me.”

      51 Then Laban said to Jacob, “See this heap and the pillar, which I have set between you and me. 52 This

heap is a witness, and the pillar is a witness, that I will not pass over this heap to you, and you will not pass over

this heap and this pillar to me, to do harm. 53 The God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their father,

judge between us.” So Jacob swore by the Fear of his father Isaac, 54 and Jacob offered a sacrifice in the hill

country and called his kinsmen to eat bread. They ate bread and spent the night in the hill country.

      55  Early in the morning Laban arose and kissed his grandchildren and his daughters and blessed them. Then

Laban departed and returned home.
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      Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 2 And when Jacob saw them he said,

“This is God’s camp!” So he called the name of that place Mahanaim.

      3 And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother in the land of Seir, the country of

Edom, 4 instructing them, “Thus you shall say to my lord Esau: Thus says your servant Jacob, ‘I

have sojourned with Laban and stayed until now. 5 I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, male servants, and

female servants. I have sent to tell my lord, in order that I may find favor in your sight.’”

      6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and he is

coming to meet you, and there are four hundred men with him.” 7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid

and distressed. He divided the people who were with him, and the flocks and herds and camels,

into two camps, 8 thinking, “If Esau comes to the one camp and attacks it, then the camp that is

left will escape.”

      9 And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O Lord who said to

me, ‘Return to your country and to your kindred, that I may do you good,’ 10 I am not worthy of the

least of all the deeds of steadfast love and all the faithfulness that you have shown to your servant,

for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan, and now I have become two camps. 11 Please deliver

me from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau, for I fear him, that he may come and attack

me, the mothers with the children. 12 But you said, ‘I will surely do you good, and make your

offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.’”

      13 So he stayed there that night, and from what he had with him he took a present for his

brother Esau, 14 two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty

rams, 15 thirty milking camels and their calves, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female donkeys

and ten male donkeys. 16 These he handed over to his servants, every drove by itself, and said to

his servants, “Pass on ahead of me and put a space between drove and drove.” 17 He instructed

the first, “When Esau my brother meets you and asks you, ‘To whom do you belong? Where are you

going? And whose are these ahead of you?’ 18 then you shall say, ‘They belong to your servant

Jacob. They are a present sent to my lord Esau. And moreover, he is behind us.’” 19 He likewise

instructed the second and the third and all who followed the droves, “You shall say the same thing

to Esau when you find him, 20 and you shall say, ‘Moreover, your servant Jacob is behind us.’” For

he thought, “I may appease him with the present that goes ahead of me, and afterward I shall see

his face. Perhaps he will accept me.” 21 So the present passed on ahead of him, and he himself

stayed that night in the camp.
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      22 The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his

eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them

across the stream, and everything else that he had. 24 And Jacob was left alone. And a

man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 25 When the man saw that he did not

prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as

he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob

said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27 And he said to him, “What is your

name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called

Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29

Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my

name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel,

saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.” 31 The sun

rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 32 Therefore to this day

the people of Israel do not eat the sinew of the thigh that is on the hip socket, because he

touched the socket of Jacob’s hip on the sinew of the thigh.
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      And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, Esau was coming, and four

hundred men with him. So he divided the children among Leah and Rachel and the two

female servants. 2 And he put the servants with their children in front, then Leah with her

children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. 3 He himself went on before them, bowing

himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother.

      4 But Esau ran to meet him and embraced him and fell on his neck and kissed him, and

they wept. 5 And when Esau lifted up his eyes and saw the women and children, he said,

“Who are these with you?” Jacob said, “The children whom God has graciously given your

servant.” 6 Then the servants drew near, they and their children, and bowed down. 7 Leah

likewise and her children drew near and bowed down. And last Joseph and Rachel drew

near, and they bowed down. 8 Esau said, “What do you mean by all this company that I

met?” Jacob answered, “To find favor in the sight of my lord.” 9 But Esau said, “I have

enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.” 10 Jacob said, “No, please, if I have

found favor in your sight, then accept my present from my hand. For I have seen your face,

which is like seeing the face of God, and you have accepted me. 11 Please accept my

blessing that is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and because I

have enough.” Thus he urged him, and he took it.

      12 Then Esau said, “Let us journey on our way, and I will go ahead of you.” 13 But Jacob

said to him, “My lord knows that the children are frail, and that the nursing flocks and herds

are a care to me. If they are driven hard for one day, all the flocks will die. 14 Let my lord

pass on ahead of his servant, and I will lead on slowly, at the pace of the livestock that are

ahead of me and at the pace of the children, until I come to my lord in Seir.”

       15 So Esau said, “Let me leave with you some of the people who are with me.” But he

said, “What need is there? Let me find favor in the sight of my lord.” 16 So Esau returned

that day on his way to Seir. 17 But Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built himself a house

and made booths for his livestock. Therefore the name of the place is called Succoth.

       18 And Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, on

his way from Paddan-aram, and he camped before the city. 19 And from the sons of

Hamor, Shechem’s father, he bought for a hundred pieces of money the piece of land on

which he had pitched his tent. 20 There he erected an altar and called it El-Elohe-Israel.
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      Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to see the women of the land. 
2 And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, he seized her and lay with
her and humiliated her. 3 And his soul was drawn to Dinah the daughter of Jacob. He loved the young woman
and spoke tenderly to her. 4 So Shechem spoke to his father Hamor, saying, “Get me this girl for my wife.”
      5 Now Jacob heard that he had defiled his daughter Dinah. But his sons were with his livestock in the field,
so Jacob held his peace until they came. 6 And Hamor the father of Shechem went out to Jacob to speak with
him. 7 The sons of Jacob had come in from the field as soon as they heard of it, and the men were indignant
and very angry, because he had done an outrageous thing in Israel by lying with Jacob’s daughter, for such a
thing must not be done.
      8 But Hamor spoke with them, saying, “The soul of my son Shechem longs for your daughter. Please give
her to him to be his wife. 9 Make marriages with us. Give your daughters to us, and take our daughters for
yourselves. 10 You shall dwell with us, and the land shall be open to you. Dwell and trade in it, and get property
in it.” 11 Shechem also said to her father and to her brothers, “Let me find favor in your eyes, and whatever you
say to me I will give. 12 Ask me for as great a bride-price and gift as you will, and I will give whatever you say
to me. Only give me the young woman to be my wife.”
      13 The sons of Jacob answered Shechem and his father Hamor deceitfully, because he had defiled their
sister Dinah. 14 They said to them, “We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one who is uncircumcised, for
that would be a disgrace to us. 15 Only on this condition will we agree with you—that you will become as we
are by every male among you being circumcised. 16 Then we will give our daughters to you, and we will take
your daughters to ourselves, and we will dwell with you and become one people. 17 But if you will not listen to
us and be circumcised, then we will take our daughter, and we will be gone.”
      18 Their words pleased Hamor and Hamor’s son Shechem. 19 And the young man did not delay to do the
thing, because he delighted in Jacob’s daughter. Now he was the most honored of all his father’s house. 20 So
Hamor and his son Shechem came to the gate of their city and spoke to the men of their city, saying, 
21 “These men are at peace with us; let them dwell in the land and trade in it, for behold, the land is large
enough for them. Let us take their daughters as wives, and let us give them our daughters. 22 Only on this
condition will the men agree to dwell with us to become one people—when every male among us is
circumcised as they are circumcised. 23 Will not their livestock, their property and all their beasts be ours?
Only let us agree with them, and they will dwell with us.” 24 And all who went out of the gate of his city listened
to Hamor and his son Shechem, and every male was circumcised, all who went out of the gate of his city.
      25 On the third day, when they were sore, two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, took
their swords and came against the city while it felt secure and killed all the males. 26 They killed Hamor and
his son Shechem with the sword and took Dinah out of Shechem’s house and went away. 27 The sons of
Jacob came upon the slain and plundered the city, because they had defiled their sister. 28 They took their
flocks and their herds, their donkeys, and whatever was in the city and in the field. 29 All their wealth, all their
little ones and their wives, all that was in the houses, they captured and plundered.
      30 Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought trouble on me by making me stink to the
inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites and the Perizzites. My numbers are few, and if they gather themselves
against me and attack me, I shall be destroyed, both I and my household.” 31 But they said, “Should he treat
our sister like a prostitute?”
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      God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there. Make an altar there to the God who
appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau.” 2 So Jacob said to his household and to all
who were with him, “Put away the foreign gods that are among you and purify yourselves and change
your garments. 3 Then let us arise and go up to Bethel, so that I may make there an altar to the God
who answers me in the day of my distress and has been with me wherever I have gone.” 4 So they gave
to Jacob all the foreign gods that they had, and the rings that were in their ears. Jacob hid them under
the terebinth tree that was near Shechem.
      5 And as they journeyed, a terror from God fell upon the cities that were around them, so that they
did not pursue the sons of Jacob. 6 And Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of
Canaan, he and all the people who were with him, 7 and there he built an altar and called the place 
El-bethel, because there God had revealed himself to him when he fled from his brother. 8 And
Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and she was buried under an oak below Bethel. So he called its name
Allon-bacuth.
      9 God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed him. 10 And God
said to him, “Your name is Jacob; no longer shall your name be called Jacob, but Israel shall be your
name.” So he called his name Israel. 11 And God said to him, “I am God Almighty: be fruitful and
multiply. A nation and a company of nations shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own
body. 12 The land that I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you, and I will give the land to your
offspring after you.” 13 Then God went up from him in the place where he had spoken with him. 14 And
Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he had spoken with him, a pillar of stone. He poured out a drink
offering on it and poured oil on it. 15 So Jacob called the name of the place where God had spoken
with him Bethel.
      16 Then they journeyed from Bethel. When they were still some distance from Ephrath, Rachel went
into labor, and she had hard labor. 17 And when her labor was at its hardest, the midwife said to her,
“Do not fear, for you have another son.” 18 And as her soul was departing (for she was dying), she
called his name Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin. 19 So Rachel died, and she was buried on
the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem), 20 and Jacob set up a pillar over her tomb. It is the pillar of
Rachel’s tomb, which is there to this day. 21 Israel journeyed on and pitched his tent beyond the tower
of Eder.
      22 While Israel lived in that land, Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine. And Israel
heard of it.
      Now the sons of Jacob were twelve. 23 The sons of Leah: Reuben (Jacob’s firstborn), Simeon, Levi,
Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun. 24 The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. 25 The sons of Bilhah,
Rachel’s servant: Dan and Naphtali. 26 The sons of Zilpah, Leah’s servant: Gad and Asher. These were
the sons of Jacob who were born to him in Paddan-aram.
      27 And Jacob came to his father Isaac at Mamre, or Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron), where Abraham
and Isaac had sojourned. 28 Now the days of Isaac were 180 years. 29 And Isaac breathed his last, and
he died and was gathered to his people, old and full of days. And his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.
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      These are the generations of Esau (that is, Edom). 2 Esau took his wives from the Canaanites: Adah the daughter of

Elon the Hittite, Oholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite, 3 and Basemath, Ishmael’s

daughter, the sister of Nebaioth. 4 And Adah bore to Esau, Eliphaz; Basemath bore Reuel; 5 and Oholibamah bore

Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These are the sons of Esau who were born to him in the land of Canaan.

      6 Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the members of his household, his livestock, all his

beasts, and all his property that he had acquired in the land of Canaan. He went into a land away from his brother

Jacob. 7 For their possessions were too great for them to dwell together. The land of their sojournings could not

support them because of their livestock. 8 So Esau settled in the hill country of Seir. (Esau is Edom.)

      9 These are the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill country of Seir. 10 These are the names of

Esau’s sons: Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of Basemath the wife of Esau. 11 The sons of

Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. 12 (Timna was a concubine of Eliphaz, Esau’s son; she bore

Amalek to Eliphaz.) These are the sons of Adah, Esau’s wife. 13 These are the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah,

and Mizzah. These are the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife. 14 These are the sons of Oholibamah the daughter of Anah

the daughter of Zibeon, Esau’s wife: she bore to Esau Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.

      15 These are the chiefs of the sons of Esau. The sons of Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau: the chiefs Teman, Omar,

Zepho, Kenaz, 16 Korah, Gatam, and Amalek; these are the chiefs of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these are the sons of

Adah. 17 These are the sons of Reuel, Esau’s son: the chiefs Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah; these are the chiefs

of Reuel in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife. 18 These are the sons of Oholibamah,

Esau’s wife: the chiefs Jeush, Jalam, and Korah; these are the chiefs born of Oholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau’s

wife. 19 These are the sons of Esau (that is, Edom), and these are their chiefs.

      20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite, the inhabitants of the land: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 21 Dishon, Ezer,

and Dishan; these are the chiefs of the Horites, the sons of Seir in the land of Edom. 22 The sons of Lotan were Hori

and Hemam; and Lotan’s sister was Timna. 23 These are the sons of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and

Onam. 24 These are the sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah; he is the Anah who found the hot springs in the wilderness, as

he pastured the donkeys of Zibeon his father. 25 These are the children of Anah: Dishon and Oholibamah the daughter

of Anah. 26 These are the sons of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran. 27 These are the sons of Ezer: Bilhan,

Zaavan, and Akan. 28 These are the sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran. 29 These are the chiefs of the Horites: the chiefs

Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 30 Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are the chiefs of the Horites, chief by chief in the land

of Seir.

      31 These are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom, before any king reigned over the Israelites. 32 Bela the son

of Beor reigned in Edom, the name of his city being Dinhabah. 33 Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah

reigned in his place. 34 Jobab died, and Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his place. 35 Husham died,

and Hadad the son of Bedad, who defeated Midian in the country of Moab, reigned in his place, the name of his city

being Avith. 36 Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place. 37 Samlah died, and Shaul of Rehoboth on

the Euphrates reigned in his place. 38 Shaul died, and Baal-hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place. 39 Baal-hanan

the son of Achbor died, and Hadar reigned in his place, the name of his city being Pau; his wife’s name was Mehetabel,

the daughter of Matred, daughter of Mezahab.

      40 These are the names of the chiefs of Esau, according to their clans and their dwelling places, by their names: the

chiefs Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 41 Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, 42 Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, 43 Magdiel, and Iram; these are the

chiefs of Edom (that is, Esau, the father of Edom), according to their dwelling places in the land of their possession.

Jacob lived in the land of his father’s sojournings, in the land of Canaan.



Read the whole scene(s) through to get a feel what is happening.1.

 Put a | line between each scene.2.

 Highlight or underline the setting (who, where, what) in YELLOW.3.

 Highlight or underline the rising tension (the main conflict or problem) in PURPLE.4.

 Highlight or underline the climax (the point of no return) in RED.5.

 Highlight or underline the resolution (how the main conflict or problem resolves) in BLUE.6.

 Highlight or underline the following action / new setting in GREEN.7.

D A Y  1 :  O B S E R V A T I O N -  S T R U C T U R E

a. Retell the story in your own words.
      

b. What other clues does the author use to give you hints about the main point of this scene
(repetition, character development, comparison/contrast, dialogue, etc.)?

        

c. What do the climax and resolution tell you about the main point of the story? Summarize the
author’s emphasis in this scene.

   

        



D A Y  2 :  O B S E R V A T I O N - C O N T E X T

D A Y  3 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - G O S P E L  C O N N E C T I O N

How does this passage relate to the scene(s) before and after? Are there any themes or images in
this passage that show up elsewhere in this book? How does this serve the author's overall
argument (what would we lose if this passage wasn't here)? 

To what specific part of the gospel (the person and work of Jesus Christ) does the scene(s)
point? What function does this serve in the scene(s)?



DAY 5: APPLICATION-MAIN POINT / ACTIONABLE RESPONSE
What is the author's main message to his primary audience? What does this mean for our
church and your life? How will you apply this personally?

D A Y  4 :  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N - B I B L I C A L  T H E O L O G Y
How does this passage relate to God's plan in Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Future Restoration
(the whole storyline of the Bible)?



1 W. 4th Street, Quarryville, PA 17566
www.oakhillfellowship.com


